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Gator Fitness Center 
Kindergarten through second-grade students just fin-
ished up with a gymnastics unit and will be starting a 
jumping unit during January. Third- and fourth-grade 
students just finished up a volleyball unit and will be 
starting Tinikling and a basketball unit in January. 
Please welcome student teacher, Coach Crossland, to 
Abner Creek. He will be with us for seven weeks and is 
finishing up his degree  from Upstate. 

Art News 
Fall has flown by in Art. Before we had our pumpkins 
finished, it was Thanksgiving! Students worked on our 
PTO fundraiser pictures this nine weeks. We hope you 
liked this way to raise a little money for our school and 
students. We have twelve entries in the District Five 
Art Show at the Chapman Cultural Center. They are 
Meredith McNeilly, Gabriella Ashmore, Ella Hullinger, 
Trad Gillespie, Elena Asaro, Landyn James, Ainsley 
Hodge, Mac Watson, Ciaran Sligh, Natasha Mays, Ped-
ro De Loa, and Giovanna Munoz. Now that winter is 
upon us, our paintings have turned snowy. 

Music Notes 
Honors Chorus has been very busy during the first se-
mester. We sang at our Veterans Day program here at 
Abner Creek and at Barnes and Noble in November. In 
December, we sang at the Sing for Santa program at a 
Greenville Road Warriors Game, and the third and 
fourth grade students sang in the 34th Annual Bill 
Drake Christmas Music Festival that was held on De-
cember 8 at the Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium.  

Literary Arts 
During the months of November and December, the 
students in Mrs. Sherbert’s Literary Arts classes 
worked on several different skits for the holidays. From 
Pilgrims to “The Ugly Turkey” to Thanksgiving Power 
Points, we had so much fun preparing a performance 
for the parents during the Thanksgiving celebrations! 
And there were many compliments forthcoming from 
the adults who attended! Just as soon as Thanksgiving 
was done, we jumped right into our Christmas skits. 
The 4th graders performed our annual “Grinch” skit for 
the kindergarten students, and handed out yummy can-
dy canes to everyone! The 3rd graders performed the 
cutest skit called “Goldilocks and the Christmas Elves” 
for their teachers. Second graders performed our favor-
ite skit of all, “A Cowboy Christmas!” YEE HAW! The 
first graders spent time every day rehearsing their songs 
and lines for their big Christmas show. The extra prac-
tice helped the little ones to feel so much more confi-
dent about their lines! 

Spanish News 
We’ve made a lot of magic happen in Spanish class this nine 
weeks! In 1st grade, we’ve been ‘livin’ la vida cultura’ studying the 
culture, customs, and geography of Puerto Rico and Mexico. We 
drew maps and flags, and the students had to compare and contrast 
family life in those countries to here in the USA. Now they can 
locate these places on a map and identify their flags! They are 
learning family members in Spanish and will share brief descrip-
tions in Spanish about their families. The children learned a song, 
‘La Familia en el Bus’ and acted out each family member’s part 
while singing. In 2nd grade, we ‘visited’ Cuba by looking at pic-
tures of the country and learning about its culture and customs. We 
read the Cuban folktale, Martina the Beautiful Cockroach, and the 
students listened to different versions of and sang the Cuban folk-
song, ‘Guantanamera.’ We learned body parts by singing and danc-
ing to ‘Juanito,’ making puppets, and playing a ‘Mr. Potato Head 
Relay.’ In 3rd grade, we learned the rooms of the house and the 
students designed, labeled, and described their ‘dream house’ in 
Spanish. We next learned about the culture and customs of the Eu-
ropean country of Spain. We’ll use this information on our field trip 
to watch a Flamenco performance soon. In 4th grade, we have been 
studying the ancient civilizations of the Inca, Aztec, and Maya and 
the conquistadors who conquered some of those empires. These 
students used the information of each to construct an ancient pyra-
mid of facts and used hieroglyphics to complete a personal license 
tag. Some classes worked with partners to make posters and recall 
facts about each empire, and some students used pictographs to 
write/tell a story. The students shared these aloud in class. 4th grade 
also took their first Spanish Class field trip to see the New York-
based dance troupe, Ballet Hispanico, perform Latin-American 
dances at Clemson University. Finally, in all classes, we discussed 
popular holiday customs throughout the Spanish-speaking 
world. ¡Feliz Año Nuevo! 
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Multimedia 
Magic is definitely happening in Multimedia class at 
Abner Creek! Students in all grade levels have been 
very busy creating wonderful projects using technolo-
gy. Kindergarten students celebrated Christmas a little 
early by creating their own version of Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear with Photo Story. It was called “Reindeer, 
Reindeer.” First-grade students have been practicing 
their typing skills to get ready for upcoming projects in 
the media center. Second-grade students have started a 
research project on different cultures around the world 
and will be sharing it with the school and parents this 
nine weeks. Third-grade students worked hard on a bi-
ography project and used Audacity and CrazyTalk to 
create some wonderful projects. And finally, fourth- 
grade students have just started their own travel re-
search projects. We can’t wait to see where we will go 
through research and Multimedia this nine weeks! 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

Make a New Year’s Resolution to Read! 
(Information for this article was researched on Ed Extras at Reading Rockets.org.) 

 
Did you know that with just 20 minutes of out-of-school reading a day, your child will be exposed to more than one million written words 
in a year? Why not make a New Year’s resolution to spend 20 precious moments with your child, at least five nights a week, and help your 
child reach this one million word goal!  Here are a few tips to make the most of this reading time with your child by helping them grow in 
their reading comprehension. 

Reading for Meaning with Your Child 
     Reading with comprehension means understanding what has been read.  It takes time, consistent practice, and patience to develop read-
ing comprehension skills.  To help your child learn to read for understanding, first, make sure your child is reading books that are appropri-
ate for his or her reading level.  If a book is too hard to read independently, then all of your child’s energy will be put into decoding un-
known words and reading word-by-word, thus making it difficult to comprehend the text.  Books that can be read with 95-100% accuracy 
are good choices for comprehension building.  Once you have chosen this “just right book,” use a before-during-after approach to help 
your child develop these critical reading skills. 
 
Before Reading: 
   Your goal is to help your child build an understanding of and purpose for what they are going to read.  A good place to start is by looking 
at the front cover of the book.  Ask your child, “What do you think this book might be about?  Why?  Can you make some predictions?”  
Then, look through the pages in the book, discuss the pictures, and brainstorm what might happen in the story.  Talk about any personal 
experiences your child may have that relate to the story.  Building this “background knowledge” will help your child better read and com-
prehend the text. 
 
During Reading: 
     As a parent, your goal is to help your child be an active reader.  Read with your child and talk about what’s happening in the story as 
they are reading.  If your child encounters any interesting or tricky vocabulary words, stop and discuss them.  Talk about any surprising or 
sad passages, and help your child visualize these parts of the story.  Ask your child, “Do you understand what’s happening here?  What do 
you think will happen next?”  If your child is unable to answer your questions, or seems unsure, stop, go back and reread if necessary.  Dis-
cuss any confusing parts. 
 
After Reading: 
      After your child reads, your goal is to help him or her reflect on what they have read.  Ask your child to summarize or share their favor-
ite part of the book, and then share yours.  Have your child rate the book on a scale from 1 to 10 and explain why, or have your child reread 
their favorite part and act it out.  Why not make the story into a play!   
 
 If you take the extra time before, during, and after reading with your child in this way, you will soon find yourself reading with a child who 
comprehends the text, and is motivated to find 20 minutes to read every night! 


